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AN ENTERTAINING BOOK.

WIFE OF THE FIRST CONSUL. By Imbert de
Salnt-Amand. Transiated by Thomas Sergeant Perry,
E’!th Portrait.  12mo, pp. 567. Charles Scribner’s

ns,

This work by M. Saint-Amand is largely a re-
sume of the memoirs of Rourrienne, the Duchess
D'Abrantes, Madame de Remusat and other First
Empire writers. The subject, Josephine, will no
doubt continue to attract sympathy and admira-
tion, for her position, whkich produced her ris-
fortunes, at the same time aggravated and foreed
them into publicity. M. de Saint-Amand, how-
ever, does not pretend to give a full biography of
Joscphine. It is as the wife of the First Consul
only that he studies her, and with Ler Napoleon
and the Consular eourt and general surroundings,
The pictures presented are will ealenlated 1o rouse
interest. The period chosen is that of the spring-
timue of Napoleon's ambition. In the carly chap-
ters be appears as still linked in many ways with
that ordinary humanity he afterward learned to
avoid and despise save when he could use it for
Lis own purposes. Josephine, there can be no

doubt, exercised the wholesomest influence over |

him, §o far as any buman being can he said 10
have influenced Lim. 1o is even probable tha
he loved her as much as he could love any woman,
and more than he ever loved another.
and this was always an important consideration
with him—she was at the beginping of his career
very useful to hum. While the Fanhourg Saint-
@ermain was hesitating about accepting * the
usurper,” it began to break groupd for sub-
mission to the new regime by attending the re-
septions of the First Consul's wile. The aristo-
srats at first saffered themselves to be deluded by
the lLope thot Napeleon could be induced 1o play
she part of Monk in the Bourbon restoration

iramn. They thought that his ambition would |

be satisfied with the post of Constable of France,
They also imagined that be could he influenced

throngh Josephine, nnd so they paid their court |

to her while refusing to attend the levees of Nupu-
leon.

Josephine wag well fitted for the part she now
played. Her sympathies were with the nobles,
and she, 1o, desired most strenuously that Bone
parte would restrain his ambition. But she
knew how utterly powerless she was to influence
his course, and she could not have cherished
many illugions as 1o the extent of his projects.
With true feminine intuition she perceived th
the loftier lLis position the more perilous would
be hers. She appenrs to have cared nothing for
yank and place herself, and her ebarneter was
onie 1o fit hier for domestio life in a speeind degree.
A sweeter disposition perhaps never existed. Nhe
could not even hate lier worst eneinies.  Gen-

erous without compass, amiahle and chorming of |

manners, keenly int-ligent and warmly sympa-
thetie, the destiny that linked her to the coldest
beart in the world was indeed unbappy. Hud
ghe bronght an heir 1o Bonnparte no doubt e
wonld have abandored the idea of diverce  But

she knew him well enough to appreliend the hlow |

0 long impending over her, for she realized thn
there was in his feeling toward ber nothing strong
enongh successfully 1o encounter his devouring
ambition. For years she lived in doily fear whice
his fame and power were prowing, and
watehed with a sinking heart the rapid aceess of
luxury and ostentation on the one hand, nnd the
not less rapid development of sycoplianey and
adulation that marked the swing of the pendnlum
townrd Tmperialism,  With her besuty, neeam
plishments, graces and social tact and kenow ey

she

she seemed the ideal rousort of the founder of & |

new dynasty. Too much has heen saiil of her
extravagance. A lavish expenditure wos, it mny
be said, absolutely necessary to the situstion. It
was her funetion to banish the last vestiges of
Repulilican simplicity, and to put the .
upon all that was decorative, brilliant, Tnxurious
and courtly. Napoleon knew well what he wos
about when he deliberately fostered all these wl-
juncts of Imperinlism, ile wttacked Repub.
licanism in the awmy, where it had strick the
deepest root, by introducing splendor of uniform
and equipment, by making his generils, and Jater
his marshals, mognificent a8 Proconsels, and by
providing them with means to support bBritlinnt
and ostentutious establishments i her part
Josephine gave the tone to the important femi-
nine side of the Court and Society, awl to do this
effectually an unrestricted outlay was bndispens.
alble. :

Nepoleon grambled olten enough at the extent
of Josepline's debts, hut he pald them none the
less, and he knew well that they were contracted
in his interost far more thon in her own,  She, in-
deed, was under constant pressume to spend money.
All kinds of benutiful und costly things were sont
1o her, and she was assered that she peed not
trouble Lerself about paving for then.
bills would be seni to the First Consul,
was certainly not averse from displey, for she
was & woman, arl beautiful. Byl lier charities
abscroed by far the zreater part of hey allow.
soce, and in them she tcok much more pleasare
than in jewels and dress. M. de Saint-Amund las
succeeded in reproducing the domestic hife at
Malmaison with vividness. It was there that the
First Consul's wile spent her happiest dovs, She
was at home fn the ol ehatenn, as she never
could be in the State palaces, where eoervililng
oppressed her.  We cateh frequent whinipses ol
Nupoleon bere, too, For o time he was geniol, aml
even sportive, unbending enonzgh to play romping
games in the gardon with Josephine and ber L

Then the

.fn-u'ln e

As be advanoed, however, this Eind of recmntiog |
wos reliuguished, lest loss of digmty shoukd ful- |

low, and he became nore and more seft-absoried
and reticent.  ‘There are many points ahout N
poleon which will pever he seftled 3 but it s now
tolerably well ascertaiued that he bad extremely
bad manners, especially toward women, and that,
at least dating from the Consulate Jor Dife, his

egotism completely dominated him, and ked him |

into petty brutalities in dudly life and great o
in his political and militery career.  The ace
given in this book of the Moreau-Frolegrateoiue
* conspiraey ™ and of the death of the Dug d En-
ghion is directly in point. The difficulty at arriv.
ing a1 the truth in both these coses has heen causail
chiefly by the action of the prineipad parties im-
plicated, wio, having all the official records under
their control, took ecare to remove amd destroy
whatever criminating doeuments were in the or-
chives, and, moreover, fahricated accounts of wlhat
Jappetied to suit their own juterests, and so oy
tablished traditions which it hos dween lianl o
uprout,

M. de Suint-Amand’s narrative is not alto
trustworthy, He follows the latest sutnorities
in part, but not wholly. e clings 10 the ex-
ploded legend of Bonaparte's heliel in o genaine
conspiracy between Moreau, Piebegru, wnd the
Chounn leader. He represents the First Consul
as having * lost his head™ throngh constant g
prehiension of assassination, and o8 having been
gowded, against his better judgment into the ab.
duetion and slaughter of the Due diEnghien, A
prrlnml of Lanfrey's aecount of these events may
be recommended s a proper eorrective o this
vorsion of the [aets, 1t ds to be regrottod thut
Fauriel did not live to write the chapter dealing
with the death of the Due d'Enghien in his
otherwise ndmirable history of the * Loast Days
of the Cousulate” His memornnds, however,
go to confirm Lanfrey's conclusions, and these
entirely exclude the byputhesis of Napoleon's
abnormal condition. It must, in fact, be consid.
ereid established that hie was in complete control
of himself from beginning to end of these events.
As regards the conspiraey of Moreau, so.ealld,
it i now well known that the whoke husingss
was the fabrication of the police, and that the
First Congul perfectly understond this. It is
certain that he was not in the least afraid of
being assassinated, hut that he mude use of the
opportunity to simulate such a fear. No erime,
moreaver, was ever more coolly and deliberately
planned than the murder of the Due d'Enzhien,
and while the instruments of that atrecious
erime deserve infamy, the full responsibility for
both its conception and execution rests upon

Moresver— |

her |

others. Talleyrand was guiltless in the matter,
Savary simply vbeyed his orders, and those orders
proceeded directly from 1he First Consul. At
&1, Helena he sometimes professed regret or re-
morse for this foul deed, but it is nob eredible
that be really felt what he pretended,  Trumedi.
ately after the erime he wos indeed vexed and
irritated by the foree of the shock given to the
pubiliec.  He hind evidently thought they would
take the affair to heart so much, and he resented
the disturbed and gloomy faces of those who sur-
rounded him, nnd who, this time, failed to dis-

guise their feeling.
He wis a copsnmmate nctor all his life, and

never were his histrionic abilities more strik-
ingly exhibited than here, The speech eited
hy M. de Saint-Amand, in which e is made to ex-
press surprise and vegret on hearing of the death
of the Due o Enghien is now generally held to
be gpuriong; but even were it not so it wonld
only prove thie speaker's assirance and duplieity.
Fur he himself had directed the whole programme,
anid pothing vould have heen more absurd than
the pretence that he wished the execution of the
sentence 1o be deloyed until the Due d’Enghien
<lionld be examined on the question of his identity
| with an alleged rourhou Prince, who was sup-
pused by the pulice to hnve visited Picheeru.
Nothing could lipve been more absupd than this,
hecaitse Napolean knew perfectly well that the
| alleged Bourbon Prinee was another police fubri-
eation, and that Picliegru's visitor was really
| his brother Charles. Tt Is necessary fo cormet
falie fmpressions in coses of 1his kind, for nothing
| in Napoleon's career i so instructive anid illumi-
nating as the events referred to. M. de Saint-
Amngd, §t must be added, does far loss that Jus-
tice 1o Genernl Morean, and exaggernles the
ageney of Mme. Moreau and hor mother in the
1t 4% not true than Morean's fall was
The jealousy of
r i the coase,

! petion,
whollv due to his own folly.
Napoleon was an important facte
and that jenlonsy prompted reconrse 1o the hasest
andd moest Hagltions means.  Why, too, should M
de Saipt-Aman] bave withheld the name of the
seoundrel whe betrayed Fichegru for a hundred
thousand erowns ©
§t onght to go down in history among these which
houuimble men fure eReCTte,

" M de ! “Angind had told moere about
the wife of the First Consul—ns he mighit casily
have done—and less abont the First Consul, he
would Linve made a hook which would not have
bBewenr S0 open oo orineism, nnd would in some
| respects have bty tmore interesting.  No aceount
pleTiTesgue, rennantie, amwd pathetie e of
Juseptine ean indeed be dull or waattractive, amd
this is uften Impressive.  T0ds, however, wanting
in details and in orderly sequence, and the anthor
does ot appear 1o have dlearly ontlined his snb-
jeet or decltled npon the method of treating it
hetore v began o write
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Willlam M. Male,
Charles B, Hendarsom,
Bamusl T. Freeman,
Charles Matlack,

C. H. KELSET,

John D, Wicks,

Ellis D. Williams,
Willlam Trautwine,
Heary C. Thompson,
JOHN W. MURRAY,

President. Vice-Presidant.
LOULIS WINDMULLER, Treasurer.

NEWELL MARTIN, Seersfary.
e — |

Anction Sales of Real Estate.

R. V. HARNETT & CO., Auctionests,

The Great Cleveland-Waring=Thorne
Combination Sale of
YONKERS PROPERTY.
200 LOTS AND FIVE DWELLINGS,
and the Resldones of
Wm. H. Thorna will he sald on
TUESDAY, MAY 6TH, 1500,
at 12 o'clock noon,
at the Real Estate Exchange, 50 to 05 Libertrat,, Newm
York Clty.

For all further pacrticulars, maps, Lo, appis o
RICHARD \-'..‘ll*.l\in-'.'l"l' & Cu,, Auctipnests, T3 L
"TLER. Attostieys, 111 Brosdway, N, Y.
JANES F. FITCH, Agent, opposits Hudson River B Ib

depot, Yonioors,

"'_—._a ...... -

UPREME COURT PARTITION SALE.
Fatate of NEHEMIAH MASON, deceased,

JERFE. JOHXS0X, Jr., by Richard V. Harnett & Oe,
Auctioneers, will sell at auction Wednesday, May 7, s 18
o'clock moon, st the Hrooxlyn Roal Estate Exchange,

308 FULTON.ST., BROOKLYN,
BROOKLYN.
485, 487, 439, 441, 443 and 445 Fultonst, northwest cole
Jay-st., § substantial bulldings.

408410 Jay-st., 3-etory basement frame dwellings.
447, 4061, 4563, 455, 457 and 450 I'"‘.’J-rba!., northeast cofs
Jay-at., O stons bulldings.

144 Highat., near Bridgast, 26582, with frame dAwelling,
EANFORD H. STEELE, Esq., Reforee, 40 Wallat., ¥. Y.
FEITRETCH, BILEMAN & SEYDEL, Fsqs, Plalotify
Attapneys, Times Bullding, N. Y.

Maps can ba obtalned from RICHARD V. HARNETT
& 0., 72 Liberty-st., N. Y., JERLE JOUNSON, Jr., 30§
Fulton.st., Brooklyn, or . B. BRETY, 445 Fultun-st,
Brooklyn, 78 Liberty-st., N. Y.

= e ————————————

Citp Property To Let.

O LET—The s
twenty rocns.

ndid dwelling, 125 Fast 234483
ULL, GRIPPEN & C0., 310 id-ava

furnished Gonses To Lot
SUAVENPORT'S NECK, NEW.ROCHELELL.-To renb
s fully furnished modorn house; 10 Ledroons | &l

Lprovemients , 0 aopos of ground, surroundod by watey
o bee sidux: statling for Hve horses . carctage-ho
de. Apply 1o H. H. CAMMANN & ¢4, 51 Liberty-st.

EABRLSIT.
™ To rent, tully furnished, o large house with 12 hed.
toems, stahle and large wrounds : hotuse situated on  the
bluf, CIAS. S BROWN and JAS E LEVINESS, 52
Tdberey-st.

= it S —

poe h paed

€otels.

(For other real estato ade,

“HOTEL ALBERT,
Hnu‘n. between Broadway aud otosve, ’
Location contral ; ideal Hreproat bu'lding . sutes o two by
alx ams. tl.lfllll! rlun;n ed . cumr.lc and werviee unsam
» berms avorable for spring ans unaner mouths.
T ' ‘ROBERT 3 BRALY, Mausgor.

. ——
MANSION HOUSE, BROOKLYN HEIGHTS.
directly opposite Walioat, New-Yors, { miiutes’ walk
trom wn or Wall-at. ferry and the Bridge teralous;
superior #coo tions; reasonable mates, amily

sud transient 200 A

T BE LINCOLN, BROADWAY AND 620.5T., SELECT

famlily hotel, has 176 rooms, new farnisied,
w th Atemin ; ali0 ETRLES ru and electric llght avery
i ¢+ m; spectally low retes for spring: American an Eure-

-

. an plan. CHARLES A. DUNN, Manager.
filnsical Instrnments.

"EMERSON PIANOS

Hig . ooorits Exquisite Tone. Moderate Priee
REASONABLE TERMS,

a large numhes af ey anid-hand planos taken (n axchange
for male, from #LU0 Lo &0 Unusual opporiunity
stcure good plance at low Hgupres,

THE EMERSON PLANO €O,

82 Firth Avesue, near 1dth Street.
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